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children again examined to determine their perfect health. The 
results of all the measurements were the same. Of the 163 children 
113 showed a positive reaction with tuberculin (Pirquet’s reaction), 
but the positive children differed in no respect from the negative ones, 
in the temperature reaction from bodily exercise. Fraenkel finds the 
normal temperature per rectum to be 37.2° C. in 96.3 per cent, of the 
children. The difference between rectum and axilla was never more 
than 0.5° C. Bodily exercise in all children increases the temperature 
to 3S° C. and above, which drops to normal again after rest. Neuro¬ 
pathic children show a higher rise of temperature following exercise 
than normal children, when the atmospheric temperature is 16° to 
25° C. or over. 


Non-gonorrheal Conjunctivitis in the Newborn and Infants.—C. 
Crede Hordeu ( Dcutsch. vied. Woch., 1913, xxxix, 74) points out that 
frequently newborn infants and older babies suffer from a conjunctivitis 
which is not gonorrheal and which under proper treatment leaves no 
serious consequences. The habit of attributing all inflammations of 
the conjunctiva in the newborn to gonorrhea tends to invalidate 
statistics. Diagnosis of such conditions should always rest on micro¬ 
scopic examination, which would show gonorrheal inflammation to 
be less prevalent than is supposed. The non-gonorrheal conjunctivitis 
differ from the gonorrheal type in that the cornea is not involved and 
that the secretions are more serous than purulent and are less in 
amount. The microorganisms found in the non-gonorrheal type were 
studied by cultural methods and found to be most frequently a Gram¬ 
positive diplococcus, the pneumococcus, and the colon bacillus. Infec¬ 
tion with the first-mentioned coccus occurs from the sixth to the 
sixteenth day of life, is mild in type, and has a serous secretion. Infec¬ 
tions with the pneumococcus causes a much more severe inflammation 
with secretion of pus, edema, fibrinous exudate, and slight hemorrhages. 
The cornea remains intact and the course is from two to three weeks. 
Infection with the colon bacillus is milder, the secretions mostly serous, 
and the course from four to eight days. The treatment consists in 
frequent cleansing with solutions of boric acid and the instillation of 
weak solutions of the silver salts. 
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Intracranial Bleeding in the Newborn following Rupture of the Ten¬ 
torium.— Benthin ( Monaisschr. f. Gcburts. u. Gynalc., 1912, Bd. xxxvi, 
Heft 3) draws attention to the occurrence of this accident in newborn 
children, and believes it may be favored by improper methods of 
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protecting the perineum, if too great pressure be made against the 
perineum at the time of labor. In 1239 labors there occurred S deaths 
from rupture of of the tentorium, probably caused by violent or 
sudden manipulation and unnatural pressure upon the head in efforts 
to prevent laceration of the perineum. 


The Outdoor Treatment of Puerperal Infection.— Young and 
Williams (Boston Med. and Surg. Jour., 1912, No. 11) report the 
results of their investigations in the Boston City Hospital in the 
outdoor treatment of puerperal septic infection. The patient is kept 
out of doors in a wheeled bed, which can be moved into the ward 
when necessary. Sunlight seems to be as important as air, and except 
in hot weather the patient is placed directly in the sun. Iron and 
arsenic are valuable aids in restoring hemoglobin, and strychnine is 
a useful stimulant to the vascular and nervous system. Alcohol 
increases the appetite, preventing loss of flesh in prolonged cases. 
Fluids are given copiously by the mouth, and in severe cases salt solu¬ 
tion by the bowel. If there is fever, alcohol and cold sponge batlis are 
used. Abdominal distention is treated by hot or cold applications. 
Young and Williams believe that the outdoor treatment has reduced 
mortality in severe septic infection nearly 20 per cent. The treatment 
does good by increasing the amount of hemoglobin, and for this pur¬ 
pose sunlight is as important as fresh air. The use of the curette is 
contraindicated, as it increases mortality nearly 10 per cent. A single 
intrauterine douche of sterile salt solution may be used if indicated. 
The value of this is denied by some. Not much result has followed 
the use of antistreptococcic serum. The outdoor method is the most 
effective known at present for puerperal infections, for the reasons 
stated. 


Pituitrln Extract in Inertia Uteri.— Humpstone (Amcr. Jour. 
Obstct., September, 1912) reports his experience with pituitrin extract 
in the treatment of uterine inertia. He used pituitrin in 64 selected 
cases without unfavorable results to mother or child. The remedy is 
expensive, but in some cases is efficient. Two preparations were 
employed, one the vaporoles of pituitrin extract, made by Burroughs, 
Wellcome & Co., 1 cm. representing tw’o decigrams of the fresh 
posterior lobe of the pituitary body; and pituitrin manufactured by 
Parke, Davis & Co., in ampules containing 1 c.c., representing 1 
decigram of the fresh pituitary gland. Apparently the better results 
were obtained in the first described material. The remedy must be 
given hypodermically and in the substance of the muscles. The first 
dose varies from 1 decigram to 1 gram; 4 decigrams, or 4 c.c. of pituitrin 
solution was the first dose, repeated every twenty minutes, in three 
doses. No more was given if no result w as obtained. The objection 
has been made that pituitrin raises blood pressure. With patients 
in labor this effect is not so pronounced as at first supposed. The 
highest elevation observed was 20 points, the average, S. The lower 
the blood pressure in the beginning the greater was the elevation from 
the use of the drug. The pressure was continued for two hours. If 
blood pressure is over 150 at first, with a possible lesion of the heart 
or kidneys, the remedy should not be used; but if such is not the case. 



